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EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
 

Question:  Hon Murray Criddle asked  

(a) Does the Government have any plans to further reduce class sizes for any grade for the remainder of its 
term of Government? 

(b) If so, please advise of the class size proposed and where that is accounted for in the forward estimates.    

Answer: 

(a)-(b) The Government has advanced other strategies as well as class size reduction to improve educational 
outcomes, the ongoing Behaviour Management and Discipline program is a particularly well received 
initiative. 

Question:  Hon Murray Criddle referred to page 900, Major Achievements for 2002-2003, dot point 3.  I refer to 
the $100 per secondary student subsidy and ask: 

(a) What percentage of families opted to pay the voluntary fees in 2001-2002 and 2002-2003? 

(b) What was the total cost to the Government of this initiative in 2002-2003? 

(c) What has been the impact of this subsidy on school budgets? 

(d) Does the Government intend to continue this subsidy for the remainder of its term of Government and is so 
what annual budget allocation has been made to account for the reduction in fees? 

Answer: 

(a) Data on the collection rates from families is not centrally maintained. 

(b) $4.2 million in 2002-2003. 

(c) This subsidy provides schools with guaranteed funding to support learning programs.  It has dramatically 
improved revenue for many schools. 

(d) Yes.  A further $0.5 million has been allocated in an Education Assistance Fund. 

Question:  Hon Christine Sharp referred to the allocation of $1.5 million for upgrading work at Busselton Senior 
High School and asked - 

(1) How has the money been spent? 

(2) Has any further relief been planned for the horrendously overcrowded high school? 

Answer: 

(1) A new visual arts block, two new Food Technology rooms, an upgrade of the Design and Technology 
facilities and new toilets have been provided. 

(2) A local area education planning (LAEP) process in the Busselton area has commenced to examine options 
for the future provision of secondary education in the area.  It is expected that this planning process will be 
completed towards the end of the year. 

Question:  Hon Barbara Scott asked -  

(a) How many pre-primary classes exceed 24? 

(b) How many kindergarten classes have 20 or fewer children in them? 

Answer: 

(a) There are 324 ‘straight' pre-primary classes that exceed 24. The recommended class size for pre-primary 
classes is 25 in a transportable building and 27 in a purpose built building. These classes have a full-time 
teacher and teacher assistant. 

288 of these 324 classes [89%] accommodate 25 – 27 children. 

36 of these classes [11%] are above the recommended class size. 

Of these 36 classes [86%] have one or two children over recommended class size and [14%] have between 
3-5 extra children 

Schools in an attempt to cater for their local population may enrol additional children when: 
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•  children enrol at the school during the year; 

•  attendance from some children is irregular and average attendance is not above the recommended class 
size; and 

•  accommodating a few extra children in the class can avoid the re-structuring  of other classes across the 
school. 

These changes to class size are negotiated with teachers and in most cases additional teacher and/or teacher 
assistant time is allocated.  

(b) There are 613  ‘straight’ kindergarten classes [86%] that have 20 or fewer children in them.  

Question:  Hon Barbara Scott asked - 

Why does the department support a five-year-old health check and not a four-year-old check? 

Answer:  The year during which health checks occur are the responsibility of the Health Department and not the 
Department of Education and Training. 

The Department of Education and Training participates on a number of interagency forums examining the latest 
evidence regarding intervention in the early years, the critical variables impacting on children’s physical, 
cognitive and social-emotional development during these years, and how this may impact on services provided 
by different agencies to children and their families. 

The Department would support the Health Department undertaking a four-year-old health check and holds the 
view that decisions regarding educational programming need to be taken with recent health information available 
for consideration.  In some cases this is more appropriate at Year 5 rather than at Year 4. 

Question:  Hon Ray Halligan asked for information to explain the increase in 41 FTE for output 3 between the 
2002-2003 budget and the estimated actual. 

Answer: 

1. 35 FTE were created due to the in-sourcing of the apprenticeship and traineeship support network. The 
network monitors the quality of apprenticeship and traineeship delivery. The decision to base the 
network within the Department has resulted in improved services to industry. 

2. 16 FTE were created as a result of the Government initiative to change the mode of employment for 
contractors to permanent employees. 

3. 2 FTE were created for the operation of the First Click program. The program provides grants for 
initiatives to improve information technology skills within the community. The outcomes of the First 
Click program are not measured as Student Curriculum Hours. 

With reductions in other areas resulting in a net increase of 41. 

Question:  Hon Barbara Scott asked what specific training have specialist teachers had in relation to Aboriginal 
issues? 

Answer:  The Getting it Right (GiR) Specialist Teachers receive 21 days of professional development over a 
two-year period.  There is a strong commitment in this training to innovative and culturally appropriate ways of 
addressing the literacy learning needs of Aboriginal students. 

The GiR professional development provides support for teachers in their task of addressing the literacy learning 
needs of all students.  This includes a particular focus on enhancing teachers’ knowledge, understanding and 
skills in supporting Aboriginal students.  The training includes specific sessions dedicated to increasing teachers’ 
knowledge and understanding of Aboriginal culture, Aboriginal ways of looking at the world and Aboriginal 
ways of using English.  All sessions provide specific opportunities for teachers to interrogate different 
instructional approaches and their appropriateness for Aboriginal students.  The professional development draws 
upon contemporary research into the language learning of Aboriginal students in Western Australian schools and 
findings from the national studies such as What Works?  Explorations in improving outcomes for Indigenous 
students.  The GiR professional development consolidates, connects with and builds upon programs such as the 
ABC Project of Two-Way Literacy and Learning, Solid English and Deadly Ways to Learn.  In addition, GiR 
project officers with specific expertise and experience in supporting the literacy learning of Aboriginal students 
provide school based support to the specialist teachers. 

Question:  Hon Murray Criddle referred to page 902, Major Achievements for 2003-2004, second dot point.  I 
refer to the proposal to develop policies and plans to encourage participation of 15-19 year olds in further 
learning and ask: 
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(a) Is it still your Government’s intention to make Years 11 and 12 compulsory? 

(b) Has any budget allocation been made in 2003-2004 or the forward estimates for this initiative?  If not, 
why not? 

Answer: 

(a) As Minister for Education and Training, I am very committed to the desirability of raising the school 
leaving age. 

(b) No, because the legislation and the broad-based community agreement needed to support the legislation, 
has yet to be established. 

Question:  Hon Barbara Scott asked - 
(1) How many of the 66 full-time equivalents in the Getting it Right program are dedicated to or trained in 

early intervention strategies specifically targeted at Aboriginal children? 
(2) Are any of these teachers trained in Aboriginal English acquisition so that they can help young children 

acquire basic literacy and numeracy skills? 

Answer: 

(1)-(2) The Getting it Right (GiR) strategy focuses on improving the literacy and numeracy outcomes of all 
students in the early years of schooling, including Aboriginal students.  All GiR teachers are trained in 
intervention strategies specifically targeted at Aboriginal students.  All specialist teachers deployed 
within the strategy receive twenty-one days of professional development over a two-year period. 

The GiR professional development provides support for teachers in their task of addressing the literacy 
and numeracy learning needs of all students.  The training includes specific sessions dedicated to 
increasing teachers’ knowledge and understanding of Aboriginal culture, Aboriginal ways of looking at 
the world and Aboriginal ways of using English.  All sessions provide specific opportunities for 
teachers to interrogate different instructional approaches and their appropriateness for Aboriginal 
students.  There is a strong commitment in this training to innovative and culturally appropriate ways of 
addressing the literacy and numeracy learning needs of Aboriginal students.  

The strategies acquired through the GiR professional development enable teaches to support early 
intervention for Aboriginal students experiencing difficulty with literacy or numeracy learning.  The 
professional development draws upon contemporary research into the language learning of Aboriginal 
students in Western Australian schools and findings from the national studies such as What Works?  
Explorations in improving outcomes for Indigenous students.  The GiR professional development 
consolidates, connects with and builds upon programs such as the ABC Project of Two-Way Literacy 
and Learning, Solid English and Deadly Ways to Learn.  The numeracy program draws upon the 
research conducted with Aboriginal students by the First Steps in Mathematics project.  In addition, 
GiR project officers have specific expertise and experience in supporting the literacy and numeracy 
learning of Aboriginal students.   During school-based visits, they work with specialist teachers to 
identify appropriate intervention strategies for individuals and groups of Aboriginal students in the 
school.   

 
 


